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fmall* its precife bulk becomes very obfeure yid confilfed. 

Locke. 

A troubled ocean, to a man who fails in it, is, I think, the 
biggeji object that he can fee in motion. SpeBator, N° 489. 

Then commerce brought into the publick walk 

. The bufy merchant, the big warehouse built. Thornfon. 

2. Teeming ; pregnant; great with young ; with the particle 
with. 

A bear big with young hath feldom been feen. Bacon. 

Lately on yonder fwelling buffi, 

Big with many a common rofe, 

T. his early bud began to blufh. Waller: 

3. Sometimes 'with of ; but rarely. 

His gentle lady, 

Big of this gentleman, our theam, deceas’d 

As he was born. Shakefp. Cymbeline. 

4. Full of fomething; and defirous, or about, to give it vent. 

The great, tb’ important day. 

Big with the fate of Cato and of Rome. Addifons Cato. 

Now big with knowledge of approaching woes. 

The prince of augurs, Halithrefes, rofe. Pope’s Odyffey. 

5. Diftended ; fwoln ; ready to burft 5 ufed often of the effects of 
paffion, as grief, rage. 

T hy heart is big ; get thee apart, and weep. 

Shakefp. Julius Cafar. 

6. Great in air and mien 3 proud ; fwelling ; tumid ; haughty ; 
furl y. 

Flow elfe, faid he, but with a good bold face. 

And with big words, and with a (lately pace. Hub. Tale. 
To the meaner man, or unknown in the court, feem fome- 
what folemn,coy, big, and dangerous of look, talk, and an- 
fvver. A f chain s Schoobnafer. 

If you had but looked big , and fpit at him, he’d have run. 

Shakefp. Winter's Talc. 

Or does the man i’ th’ moon look big. 

Or wear a huger perriwig. 

Than our own native lunaticks.- Hudibras , p. ii. cant. iii. 

Of governments that once made fuch a noife, and looked fo 
big in the eyes of mankind, as being founded upon the deeped 
counfels, and the ftrongeft force ; nothing remains of them but 
a name. South. 

In his mod profperous feafon, he fell under the reproach of 
being a man of big looks, and of a mean and abjedf fpirit. 

Clarendon. 

Thou thyfelf, thus info’ent in date. 

Art but perhaps fome country magidrate, 

Whofe power extends no farther than to fpeak 

Big on the bench, and fcanty weights to break. Dryden. 

To grant big Thrafo valour, Phormio fenfe. 

Should indignation give, at lead offence. Garth. 

7. Great in fpirit ; lofty ; brave. 

What art thou ? have not I 
A11 arm as big as thine ? a heart as big ? 

Thy words, I grant, are bigger : for I wear not 

My dagger in my mouth. Shakefp. Cymbeline. 

Bi gamist, n.f [bigarnius, low Lat.] One that has commit- 
ted bigamy. See Bigamy. 

By the papal canons, a clergyman, that has a wife, cannot 
have an ecclefiadical benefice ; much lefs can a bigamift have 
fuch a benefice, according to that law. Aylijfe's Parergon. 

Bi'gamy. n.f [bigamia, low Latin.] 

1 . The crime of having two wives at once. 

A beauty-waining and diftrefled widow 
Seduc’d the pitch and height of all his thoughts, 

To bafe declenfion, and loath’d bigamy. Shakefp. RichardTil. 
Randal determined to commence a fuit againd Martin, for 
bigamy and inced. Arbuthnot and Pope's Martinus Scriblerus. 

2 . In the canon lav/. The marriage of a fecond v/ife, or of a 
widow, or a woman already debauched ; which, in the church 
cf Rome, were confidered as bringing a man under fome in- 
capacities for ecclefiadical offices. 

BigbeTlied. adj. [from big and belly.] Pregnant; with child; 
great with young. 

When we have laught to fee the fails conceive, 

And o-row bigbellied with the wanton wind. 

Shakefp. Midfummer Night's Dream. 
Children, and bigbellied women require antidotes fome what 
more grateful to the palate. _ Harvey on the Plague . 

So many well fhaped innocent virgins are blocked up, and 
waddling up and down like bigbellied women. Addifon. Sped. 

We purfued our march, to the terrour of the market peo- 
ple, and the mifearriage of half a dozen bigbellied women. 

1 0 Adclifon' s Freeholder. 

Bi'ggin. n.f. [beguin, Fr.] A child’s cap. 

Sleep now ! 

Yet not fo found, and half fo deeply fweet, 

As he, whofe brow with homely biggin bound. 

Snores out the watch of night. Shakefp. Henry IV. p. 11. 

Bight, n.f. It is explained by Skinner, the circumference of a 
a coil of rope. 

BFcly. adv. j from big.] Tumidly; haughtily; with a blui- 
tering manner. 
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Would# thou not rather choofe a fmall renown, 

I o be the may’r of fome poor paltry town ; 

Brgiy to look, and barb’roufly to fpeak ; 

To pound Life weights, and fcanty meafures break ? 

Dryden s Juvenal, fat. x . 


Bi'gxess. n. f. [from big. J 
1 . Bulk ; greatnefs of quantity. 

If pahicum be laid below, and about the bottom of 


a root. 


it will crude the root to grow to an exceffive bignefs. Bacon 
People were furprifed at the bignefs , and uncouth defer 


of the camel. 


r mity 

L'E/lrange's Falks. 


The brain of man, in refpeeff of his body, is much larger 
than in any other animal’s ; exceeding in bignefs three oxens 


Pay on the Great , 


ion. 


brains. 

2. Size; whether greater or fmaller. 

Several forts of rays make vibrations of feveral bigneffes 
which, according to their bignefj'es, excite fenfations of feveral 
colours ; and the air, according to their bigneffes, excites fen- 
fations of feveral founds. ° Newton's Opticks. 

BFGO T. n.f. [ The etymology of this word is unknown; but 
it is fuppofed, by Camden and others, to take its rife from fome 
occafional phrale.j A man devoted* -to a certain party; pre- 
judiced in favour of certain opinions ; a blind zealot, it is 
ufed often with to before the object of zeal ; as, a bigot to the 
Cartefian tenets. 

Religious fpite, and pious fpleen bred firft 

This quarrel, which fo long the bigots nurfir. Tate. Juvenal. 

In philofophy and religion, the bigots of all parties are gene- 
rally the molt pofitive. Watts's Improvement of the Mind. 

Bi'goted. adj. [from bigot.] Blindly prepoflefled in favour 
of fomething; irrationally zealous ; with to. 

Bigotted to this idol, we difclaim 

Reff, health, and eafe, for nothing but a name. Garth . 

Prefbyterian merit, during the reign of that weak, bigotted, 
and ill advifed prince, will eafily be computed. Swift. 

Bi'gotry. n f [from bigot.] 

1. Blind zeal; prejudice; unreafonable" warmth in favour of 
party or opinions ; with the particle to. 

Were it not for a bigotry to our own tenets, we could hardly 
imagine, that fo many abfurd, wicked, and bloody principles, 
Ihould pretend to fupport themfelves by the gofpel. Watts. 

2. The practice or tenet of a bigot. 

Our filence makes our adverfaries think we perfift in thofe 
bigotries, which all good and fenfible men defpife. Pope. 

Bi'gswoln. adj. [fr ottibig and fwoln.] Turgid; ready to burft. 

Might my bigfwoln heart 

V ent all its griefs, and give a loofe to forrow. Addif Cato. 

Bi'g-uddered. adj. [from big and udder.] Having large ud- 


ders ; having dugs fwelled with milk. 


Now driv’n before him, through the arching rock, 

Came, tumbling heaps on heaps, th’ unnumber’d flock, 
Big-udder d ews, and goats of female kind. Pope's Odyffey. 

Bi lander, n.f. [b elan dr e, Fr.] A fmall veffel of about eighty 
tons burden, ufed for the carriage of goods. It is a kind of, 
hoy, manageable by four or five men, and has mails and fails 
after the manner of a hoy. They are ufed chiefly in Holland, 
as being particularly fit for the canals. Salary. Trevoux. 

Like bilanders to creep 

Along the coaft, and land in view to keep. Dryden. 

BFlberry. n.f [from bih^, Sax. a bladder, and berry ; accord- 
ing to Skinner.] The fame with zvhortleberry ; which fee. 

Cricket, to Windfor chimneys (halt thou leap ; 

There pinch the maids as blue as bilberries. 

Shakefp. Merry Wives of TVindfor. 

BFlbo. n.f. [corrupted from Biiboa, where the beft weapons are 
made.] A rapier ; a fword. 

To be compafled like a good .bilbo, in the circumference of a 
peck, hilt to point, heel to head. Shakefp. M. W. of JVir.df or. 

Bi'lboes. n. f. A fort of flocks, or wooden fheckles for the 
feet, ufed for punifhing offenders at fea. 

Methought I lay, 

Worfe than the mutines, in the bilboes. Shakefp. Hamid. 

BILE. n.J. [bids, Lat.] A thick, yellow, bitter liquour, fepa- 
rated in the liver, collected in the gall-bladder, and difeharged 
into the lower end of the duodenum, or beginning of the jeju- 
num, by the common clu< 5 t. Its ufe is to fneathe or blunt tne 
acids of the chyle ; becaufe they, being entangled with its ful- 
phurs, thicken it fo, that it cannot be fufficiently diluted by 
the fuccus pancreaticus, to enter the lacceal veffels. Ffiincy. 

In its progreffion, foon the labour’d chyle 
Receives the confluent rills of bitter bile ; 

Which, by the liver fever’d from the blood. 

And ftriving tl trough the gall-pipe, here unload 

Their yellow ftreams. Black mere. 

Bile. n.f. [bile. Sax. perhaps from bills, Lat. Thirds generally 
fpelt boil ; but, I think, lefs properly.] A fore angry fwelling. 

But yet thou art my fiefh, my blood, my daughter ; 

Or, rather, a difeafe that’s in my fiefh ; 

Thou art a bile in my corrupted blood. Shakefp. King Lea/. 
Thofe biles did run - fay fp — did not the general run? were 
not that a botchy fojre ? Shakefp. Trains and Crejjida. 

A furun- 
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A furunculus is a painful tubercle, with a broad Us, arif- 
Inodli a cone. It is generally called a hie, and, in it its Hate, 

is accompanied with inflammation, 

Bilge in kjhip. The compafs or breadth of the fhip’s bottom. 

ToBltCE. .... [from the noun.] To fpring a leak; to let in 
water, by linking upon a rock : a fea term. hlmn.r ’ 

Bi'liary. [from bilis, Lat.] Belonging to the bile. 

L Voracious animals, and fuch as do not chew, have a great 
quantity of gall ; and fome of them have th ehlmry dud m- 
ferfed into the pylorus. Arbuthnot onAimety 

Bi'likgscate. n.f [A cant word, borrowed from Bthngfgatt 
in London, a place where there is always a croud o ow peo- 
ple, and frequent brawls and foul language.] Ribaldry ; ioul 

larcua^e. . , 

There ftript, fair rhct’rick languifh’d on the ground, 

And fhameful bilingfgate her robes adorn. D unci ad, b. iv. 

Bili'nguous. adj. [bihnguis, Lat.] Having, or fpeaking two 

Bi'MOUS S ’*/y. [from bills, Lat.] Confining of bile ; partaking 
of bile. 

Why bilious juice a golden light puts on, 

And floods of chyle in Tilver currents run. Garth. 

When the tafte of the mouth is bitter, it is a fign of redun- 
dance of a bilious alkali. Arbuthnot on Alwunts. 

To BILK. v. a. [derived by Mr. Lye from the Gothick, btiai- 
can.] To cheat; to defraud, by running in debt, and avoid- 
ing payment. 

Bilk'd ftationers for yeomen flood prepar’d. Dryden. 
What comedy, what farce can more delight, 

Than grinning hunger, and the pleafing fight 
Of your bilk'd hopes ? _ _ Dryden s Juvenal, fat. v. 


BILL. n.f. [bile, Sax. See Ball.] The beak of a fowl. 

Their bills were thwarted crofsways at the end, and, with 
thefe, they would cut an apple in two at one fnap. 

Carew's Survey of Cornwal. 
It may be tried, whether birds may not be made to have 
greater or longer bills, or greater and longer talons. 

Bacon's Natural Hijlory, N° 757. 

In his bill 

An olive leaf he brings, pacifick fign ! Paradife Lojl , b. xi. 

No crowing cock does there his wings difplay. 

Nor with his horny bill provoke the day. Dryden' s Fables. 

BILL. n.f. [bille. Sax. vpibille, a two edged axe.] 

1. A kind of hatchet with a hooked point, ufed in country work, 
as a hedging bill ; fo called from its refemblance in form to the 
beak of a bird of prey. 

Standing troops are fcrvnnts armed, who ufe the lance and 
fword, as other fervants do the fickle, or the bill, at the com- 
mand of thofe who entertain them. Temple. 

2 . A kind of weapon anciently carried by the foot ; a battle axe. 

Yea diftaff women manage rufty bills ; 

Againft thy feat both young and old rebel. Shakefp. R. II. 

BILL. n. f [ billet , French.] 

j. A written paper of any kind. 

He does receive 
Particular addition from the bill 

That writes them all alike. Shakefp. Macbeth. 

2. An account of money.' 

Ordinary expence ought to be limited by a man’s eftate, and 
ordered to the befl, that the bills may be lefs than the eftima- 
tion abroad. Bacon's EJfays. 

3. A law prefented to the parliament, not yet made an acl. 

Iso new laws can be made, nor old laws abrogated or alter- 
ed, but by parliament ; where bills are prepared, and prefented 
to die two houfes. _ _ Bacon's Advice to Villiers. 

How now, for mitigation of this bill. 

Urg’d by the commons ? Doth his majefty 

Incline to it, or no ? Shakefp. Henry V. 

4 An ad of parliament. 

I heic will be no way left for me to tell you, that I remem- 
ber you, and that I love you ; but that one, which needs no 
open warrant, or fecret conveyance ; which no bills can pre- 
clude, or no kings prevent. Atierbury to Pope. 

5. A phyfician’s prefeription. 

Like him that took the doctor’s bill. 

Ami fwallow’d it inftead o’ th’ pill. Hudibras, p. cant. ii. 
i he medicine was prepar’d according to the bill. 

T 1 . , „ L' EJlrangc, fab. 183. 

— <et them, but under your fuperiours, kill, 

Y hen dodors firft have fign’d the bloody bill. 
b. An advertilement. 

And in defpair, their empty pit to fill. 

Set up fome foreign monfter in a bill. 

7* In law. 

J. An obligation, but without condition or forfeiture for 

SheT nt f 2 i * dechnitio ! 1 in writin S> ^at exprefleth ei- 
ther the grief and tne wrong, that the complainant hath fuffer- 

ed the party complained of; or elfe fome fault, that the 

party complained of, hath committed againft fome law This 

bdl is lometimes offered to juftices errants in the general -\f 


Dryden. 


Dryden. 
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lizei • bat moll to the lord chancellor, ft container!) tire facl 
complained of, the damages thereby fuffered, ami P ctiil °" 0 
procefs againft the defendant for redreis. , . 

The fourth thing very maturely to be confulted by the jury* 
is, what influence their finding the bill may have upon tne 
kingdom Swift. 

8. A 'bill of mortality. An account of the numbers that have died 

in any diftrich _ , j 

Moft who took in the weekly bills of mortality, made Jitcle 

other ufe of them, than to look at the foot, how the burials en- 
creafed or decreafed. Graunt's Bids of Mortality * 

So liv’d our fires, ere doftors learn’d to kill. 

And multiply’d with theirs the weekly bill. _ Dryden * 

9. A bill of fare. " An account of the feafon of provifions* or of 

the difhes at a feaft. . 

It may feem fomewhat difficult to make out the iills of fare 

for fome of the foremcnticned fuppers. Arbuthnot on Coins, 
j 0. A bill of exchange. A note ordering the payment of a fum of 
money in one place, to fome perfon affigneu by the diawei 01 
remitter, in conflderation of the value paid to him in another 
place. 

The comfortable fentences are our bills cf exchange, upon the 
credit of which we lay our cares down, and receive proviflons. 

Taylor s Rule of living holy. 
All that a hill of exchange can do, is to direct to whom mo- 
ney is due, or taken up upon credit, in a foreign country, fhall 
be paid. Locke. 

To Sill. v. n. [from bill, a beak. 1 To carefs, as doves by 
joining bills ; to be fond. 

Doves, they fay, will bill, after their pecking, and their mur- 
muring. Ben JohnJons Catiline . 

Still amorous, and fond, and billing. 

Like Philip and Mary on a (hilling. H udi'bTas, p. iii. c. i. 

They bill, they tread ; Alcyone comprcfs’d, 

^Keven days fits brooding on her floating neft. Dryden. 

He that bears th’ artillery of Jove, 

The ftrong pounc’d eagle, and the billing dove. Dryden . 
To Bill. v. a. [from bill, a writing.] To publifh by an adver- 
tilement: a cant word. 

His mafterpiece was a compofttion that he billed about under 
the name of a fovereign antidote. L'EJlran^e. 

Billet, n.f [billet, French.] 

1 . A fmall paper ; a note. 

When he found this little billet , in which was only written. 
Remember Ceefar, he was exceedingly confounded. Clarendon . 

2. A ticket directing foldiers atwhathoufe to lodge. 

3. Billet doux, or a foft billet ; a love letter. 

’Twas then, Belinda! if report fay true, 

Thy eyes firft open’d on a billet doux. Pope's Rape of the L. 
Bawds and pimps will be carrying about billet doux. 

Arbuthnot and Pope's Martinus Scriblerus . 

4. A fmall log of wood for the chimney. 

Let us then calculate, when the bulk of a faggot or billet, is 
dilated and rarified to the degree of fire, how vaft a place it 
muft take up. Digby on Bodies. 

I heir billet at the fire was found. Prior. 

To Billet, v. a. [from the noun.] 

1. To direct a foldier by a ticket, or note, where he is to lodge. 

Retire thee ; go where thou art billeted : 

Away, I fay. Shakefp. Othello. 

2. To quarter foldiers. 

They remembered him of charging the kingdom, by billeting 
foldiers. . Raleigh' s Hijlory of the World. 

I he counties throughout the kingdom were fo incenfed, and 
their affections poifoned, that they refufed to fuffer the foldiers 
to be billeted upon them. Clarendon. 

Billiards, n.f. without a fingular. [billard. Ft. of which that 
language has no etymology; and therefore they probably de- 
rived from England both the play and the name; which is cor- 
rupted from halyards ; yards or (ticks with which a ball is dri- 
ven along a table. 'Thus Spcnfer : 

Balyards much unfit. 

And (huttlecocks miftceming manly wit. Hubb. Talc.] 
A game at which a ball is forced againft another on a table. 

Let it alone ; let’s to billiards. Shakefp. Antony and deep. 
Even nole and cheek, withal. 

Smooth as is the billiard ball. Ben. Johnfon's Underwoods. 
borne are forced to bound or fly upwards, almoft like ivory 
balis meeting on a billiard table. jy Q 

When the ball obeys the ftroke of a billiard (tick, it is not 
any action of the ball, but bare paffion. , t 

BI'LLOW. n. f. [bilge. Germ. Mg, Dan. probably of the fame 

Sow W S ’ SaX ' 2 b)adlle ‘- J A Wave fwo]n > 

From whence the river Dee, as filver cleen, 

His tumbling -billows roll with gentle rote. Fairy Ouern, l. i. 

firlf fttdtW 7 degrCeS> eVe " WhCn the that 

T'U ^ reus WIf h his trident throws 

1 he billows from the bottom. o • . 7 

But when loud billows lalh the founding ftore/’ 

1 lie hoarle rough verfe Ihould like the torrent roar. />. 

To 
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